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We also need to have a serious discus-
sion about sentencing reform and find-
ing ways to restore the lost trust be-
tween law enforcement and the com-
munities they serve. The BALTIMORE
Act will allow us to move decisively in
that direction by ending racial
profiling, increasing accountability,
collecting critical crime data such as
officer-related shootings, and providing
real strategies and resources to
strengthen police-community rela-
tions. These measures will help protect
the rights of every American on every
side of our justice system.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip.

OBAMACARE

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President,
when I have constituents come to
Washington, DC, I typically will de-
scribe this as being a little bit like
Disneyland. It is a lot of fun to visit,
with a lot of excitement. A lot of
things happening here, but it is not
real. It is not real.

What I mean by that is that what is
real are the lives that are lived by the
average American families all across
this country, whether it is Nebraska,
Texas or elsewhere and the struggles
they have trying to raise their chil-
dren, trying to get a good education,
trying to keep a job—to keep a job that
has good wages and one that hopefully
grows over time. But in Washington,
the focus is typically on winners and
losers—winners and losers. If you look
at almost any newspaper each week in
Washington, they will talk about the
winners and the losers. Usually, they
are talking about political figures such
as the President of the United States.

So I just happened to catch one head-
line that talked about the President
being the biggest winner of the week in
Washington, DC.

Why? Well, one is because of the
trade promotion authority legislation
that we passed that we worked with
the President on. That happened to be
a subject that I agreed with the Presi-
dent on—the importance of opening
new markets to the things that we
grow, the livestock we raise, and the
manufactured goods we make. Hope-
fully, we will be able to enter into a
good deal on the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship, opening up 40 percent of the
world’s economy in Asia to the new
markets for the things that we make,
grow, and the livestock we raise.

So that happened to be a subject on
which I agreed with the President. He
had more problems with his own party.
We got 13 Senate Democrats to join us
in passing this legislation, but we got
it done. I think in that instance—
maybe you could call the President a
winner if you want—you could say that
the American people were the winner,
and I think that would be accurate too.

But on the loser’s side of the ledger,
we had a disappointing decision by the
U.S. Supreme Court today, where they
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ignored the clear language that Con-
gress wrote when the Affordable Care
Act was passed in March of 2010. Even
worse, while the press may consider
that this represents a win for the
President, there is no question in my
mind that the vast majority of the
American people are the losers as a re-
sult of this decision. The fact is that
ObamaCare has been a disaster for mil-
lions of hard-working families, and it
was really sold under false pretenses.

The President said: If you like your
doctor, you can keep your doctor.

Well, that ended up not being true.

If you like your policy, you can keep
your policy.

Well, that ended up not being true for
roughly 5 million people who lost their
insurance coverage that they liked be-
cause the law said they couldn’t keep
it anymore.

Then there was the fact that the
President said this: Prices of health
coverage for an average family will
come down $2,500.

None of those proved to be true.

So despite the Supreme Court’s dis-
appointing decision, I will not stand
down in my opposition to this bad law,
because I know we can do better. I look
forward to working with our colleagues
to eventually protect the American
people from the harmful effects of
ObamaCare and get the American peo-
ple what they thought they were going
to get out of health care reform in the
first place—coverage they wanted at a
price they could afford, neither one of
which is delivered under ObamacCare.

—————

WORKING TOGETHER IN THE
SENATE

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, as I
indicated initially, this Congress—and
particularly the Senate—has had an
unusually productive period of time of
late. It may be hard for some people to
believe, but the most common word I
heard used to describe Congress last
year, and in recent years, has been
“dysfunctional.” But we have actually
been functioning very well. We have
been able to accomplish quite a bit.

Today the Senate is marked by some-
thing that we refer to as regular order.
What does that mean? It means that
we operate according to the rules,
where not only the majority but also
the minority get to participate in the
process, both at committees and on the
floor of the Senate. If anybody has a
good idea, they can offer that idea, and
they can actually get a vote on it up or
down.

I was pleased to read in the Wall
Street Journal yesterday that two
former Republican majority Ileaders
wrote that they were encouraged to see
‘““the Senate addressing big problems
after years of inaction.” I couldn’t
agree more.

Bringing the amendment process
back is one obvious way we have done
so under the new majority after years
of inaction. Now that may sound like
inside baseball or just talking about
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procedure, but by allowing Members of
both parties—the minority and the ma-
jority—to offer their ideas on legisla-
tion, we have restored the ability of all
Members of the Senate, as elected rep-
resentatives of the people, to cast our
votes on numerous issues that affect
all of our constituents and the country.

But restoring such a simple process,
one that had been largely absent dur-
ing the years the minority leader held
the reins, represents a real sign of
progress.

At the beginning of this year, it was
reported that just 3 weeks into the new
Senate, we had voted on more amend-
ments than the minority leader had al-
lowed during the last year in its en-
tirety. Let me say that again, because
it is pretty shocking. In the first 3
weeks of this year, we had voted on
more amendments than the minority
leader—when he was majority leader—
allowed in the entire previous year.

Well, it would mean nothing if it
didn’t reflect the core philosophy of
the new leadership of this Chamber. In
other words, our successes on amend-
ment votes didn’t stop after our first
month in the new Congress. I am now
proud to say that voting is now the
norm, instead of the exception to the
rule.

What did our constituents send us
here to do, if not to vote? During the
last 6 months, the Senate has voted on
136 amendments in legislation, com-
pared to just 15 last year. We are work-
ing for the American people, and, more
importantly, the Congress is now work-
ing on their behalf and actually begin-
ning to solve real problems that have
lingered for years.

But we have done more than just
allow amendments and votes on
amendments. During the last few
months, we have passed more than 40
bipartisan bills. Now, if anybody has
been here for very long, one of the
things they learned, perhaps to their
chagrin, is that you can’t do anything
around here on a purely partisan basis.
You just don’t have the numbers to do
it—with some notable exceptions. But
we passed more than 40 bipartisan bills,
and we have seen 18 of those already
signed into law by the President.

This includes important legislation
that I am very proud of called the Jus-
tice for Victims of Trafficking Act,
which passed this Chamber 99 to 0 and
is focused on making sure we help the
victims of modern-day slavery recover
and rebuild their lives and making sure
that these women, typically teenage
girls, are treated as victims and not
criminals.

We have also passed other important
legislation, such as the Iran Nuclear
Agreement Review Act. This law will
give Congress the time and space to
closely scrutinize any deal that the
President negotiates with Iran con-
cerning its pursuit of nuclear weapons.
In so doing, we will make sure that the
American people, through their elected
representatives, can voice their opin-
ions on what could be a bad deal that



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T12:03:43-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




